
 
Web Interface Installation Guide 

The purpose of this document is to provide the steps necessary to configure and use the SBAdmin Web Interface. The 
SBAdmin Web Interface is an alternative to the Graphical User Interface (GUI) or command-line (CLI) options for 
managing backups and restores. For this release, there are some features available in the GUI that are not available via the 
web interface. Also, because of the limitations of web technologies, some options will be presented differently than with the 
GUI. However, if you are already familiar with the SBAdmin GUI, users should easily be able to utilize the web interface with 
little confusion. This document does not include all of the features and options available in the web application, but it is 
intended to be used as an addendum to the SBAdmin User Guide to explain how to configure the web server and the 
differences you will find between the GUI and the Web Interface. 

As of the time of this publication, the SBAdmin Web Interface has the following requirements: 

License: The SBAdmin Web Interface is available for Workstation, Network and 
TSM Edition licenses. 

Operating System (webserver): The SBAdmin Web server is installed on the Administrator system, so the 
same system requirements apply.  

Additional Software: The SBAdmin Administrator software (Workstation, Network or TSM 
Edition) must be installed. Because the Web Interface uses a secure web 
server (https), a built-in random number generator or device like 
/dev/urandom or /dev/random must be available. If using AIX 5.1 you will 
need to download the prngd binaries. The SBAdmin Web Server requires 
these devices to generate seeds for encryption. If you have AIX 5.1 you must 
install the Pseudo Random Number Generator from the AIX Toolbox for Linux 
page. 

Operating System (browser): The SBAdmin Web Interface is not operating system specific, but we do 
recommend the following browsers: 

Windows 98/2k/XP: Internet Explorer 6.0+, Firefox 1.5+, Opera 8+ 
Mac OSX:  Firefox 1.5+, Safari 2.0+, Opera 8+ 
Linux:   Firefox 1.5+, Konqueror 3.4+, Opera 8.0+ 
Other:    Firefox 1.5+ 

Netscape and Mozilla browsers are not supported at this time.

Storix System Backup Administrator                             1                                  Web Interface Installation Guide 

Copyright © 2009 Storix, Inc. 
Storix is a registered trademark of Storix, Inc in the USA. SBAdmin is a trademark of Storix, Inc in the USA and other countries 



Storix System Backup Administrator                             2                                  Web Interface Installation Guide 

Copyright © 2009 Storix, Inc. 
            Storix is a registered trademark of Storix, Inc in the USA. SBAdmin is a trademark of Storix, Inc in the USA and other countries 

Configuring and starting the web server 
During the initial installation of the software, you will be asked if you want to configure the SBAdmin Web Interface. If you 
choose not to configure the web interface at that time, you can go back at any time and launch the program to configure and 
start the web server. You must be logged on as the “root” user to start the program to configure and start the web interface. 
From a terminal on your Administrator type “stconfigweb” and answer the questions that follow. This will set the options for 
the web server, configure the web server to start automatically on reboot, and start the web server. At the end of the process 
you will be given the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) used by your browser to access the web interface. 

Here is an overview of the questions that will be asked during the configuration process: 

Enter the network port number you would like the SBAdmin webserver to use 
[8080] => 

This is the port number the web server will be listening on. We have specified the port 8080 by default as this is an alternate 
http port specified by the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). When you enter the server 
hostname or IP address as part of the URL, you will need to append this port number to the end preceded by a colon. For 
example, if your administrator's IP address is 192.168.1.100, the hostname is mickey and you use the default port number of 
8080, the URL will be https://mickey:8080 or https://192.168.1.100:8080. If you do not already have a web server running on 
the Administrator, you may use the ICANN designated port 80. If you choose port 80, you will not need to append the port 
number to the URL of the web server address. 

Location of the SSL certificate [/opt/storix/samples/sbaweb.pem] => 

The SBAdmin Web Interface uses Secure Socket Layer (SSL) to ensure the passwords and data are sent securely. SSL 
requires the use of a secure certificate. There are two acceptable types of SSL certificates: certificates signed by a 
Certificate Authority (CA) and self-signed certificates. We have included a self signed certificate as a default. If you have 
your own certificate you would like to use, enter the full path to the .pem file. If you do not have a signed certificate, you can 
use the default certificate. NOTE: If you use the self-signed certificate, you will see a warning message from your web 
browsers stating that the signing authority is unrecognized. This does not mean the site is unsecured. It is intended to inform 
users that the signing authority (Storix,Inc.) is not recognized as an official signing authority. 

You may now access the SBAdmin web interface at https://adminhost:8080, where adminhost is the 
hostname of the local administrator system. 
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Using the SBAdmin Web Interface 
From one of the recommended web browsers (see above), enter the URL supplied at the end of the configuration. You 
should see a login window. Enter the username and password you supplied during the configuration. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you log into the interface, you will see a navigation menu with a drop-down list of available options. 
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From this point, most of the options will be similar to the Graphical User Interface and you can refer to the SBAdmin Users 
Guide for more instruction on how to configure client and servers, configure and run backup jobs, create boot media for 
system installation, and restore data.
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Major differences between the GUI and Web Interface 
Web technology is becoming more and more advanced and will no longer have many of the limitations that prevent a web 
application from behaving like a native GUI application. To date, the most difficult obstacle is browser compatibility. Due to 
these inconsistencies some features available in the SBAdmin GUI application are either not available or they are presented 
in a different manner. Here is a list of some of the major differences you will find between the SBAdmin GUI and SBAdmin 
Web Interface. 

1. Client/Server/Device Availability – There is not a single main screen that displays the current availability of 
clients, servers, and devices. You can list what is configured, but an additional step is necessary to determine their 
availability. From the navigation menu, select  Configure ! Clients. You will be presented with a list of clients to 
choose from. Select the client name you want to check the status of and select Check Availability.  If a client or 
server is not available, a diagnostic program (stcheck) will be run to attempt to determine the problem. Device 
availability is not currently available. 

2. Selecting data to restore – There are limitations to the amount of data that can be displayed within a web browser 
window. Although that limit is high and may vary between web browsers, a complete file list from a full system 
backup could take a very log time to display or could cause the browser to crash. Therefore a limit has been set to 
the number of files that may be displayed to select from for restoring (1,000 files). To limit the number of files to 
display, there is an option to filter your results by specific terms or wild cards. Just enter either a keyword or 
wildcard in the Filter By field. This will allow you to limit the number of files to select for restore. 

3. Missing features – At the time of this writing the following features, available in the SBAdmin GUI, are not 
available via the SBAdmin Web Interface. Most will be added in future updates to the software. 

1. Copy Backups to different media 

2. Remote Installation Manager Configuration 

3. Purge backup history 
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